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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. All 

tion at his residence oh Stanmore Hill near Harrow, Mr. Fortnum has 
brought his name into notice by many valuable papers on art and archae- 
ology, and by the masterly essay on the history and art of bronze-casting 
which forms the introduction to his catalogue of bronzes at the South 
Kensington Museum. In the pamphlet before us, Mr. Fortnum describes 
several Christian gems of recent acquisition, which are engraved, of the 
actual size, on an accompanying illustrative plate. Of these the most 
interesting are numbers 1, 2, and 8. 

No. 1, an oval-shaped nicolo from Beirut in Syria, dating in all proba- 
bility from the later years of the third century, has its surface covered 
with a complicated subject in intaglio. It consists of a ship, emblematic 
of the voyage of life, surmounted by the letters I. H. C. To the left are 
the chrisma, and an anchor with a fish on either side, and, to the right, 
Jonah cast out by the whale. Mr. Fortnum suggests that the stone was 
originally set in a marriage ring, " that the fish typifies the wedded pair, 
united in hope (the anchor) under Christ (the chrisma) that the voyage of 
life (the ship), or the church of Christ of which they are disciples, may 
lead them to the resurrection (Jonah), to Eternal life ? (the star)." 

No. 2, a red jasper, probably of the first half of the third century, 
bears the well-known figure of the Good Shepherd, and the letters I. A. 3 . 
These, according to Padre Garrucci whom Mr. Fortnum consulted, are to be 
read from right to left, and interpreted as an abbreviation of Bat's or Bd'iuv, 
a term of Egyptian origin signifying a palm branch, the victor's prize. 

No. 8 is a mottled brown jasper found in Egypt, and supposed to have 
been engraved in the second or earlier third century of our era. On its 
face an anchor is incised, and on its reverse is an inscription honoring 
Serapis : " a curious record of the intermingling of the two cults, Serapis 
being honored as a type of Christ." Merivale in his History of Rome, 
quoted by Mr. Fortnum, states that, in the time of Hadrian, Serapis 
and Christ were equally honored as being nearly identical. See also 
'" the curious letter of Hadrian to Servianus quoted by Mr. King ( Gnos- 
tics, p. 68)." 

C. C. P. 



Hypogeum tal-Liebrtt, Malta, explored and described by Dr. 
A. A. Caeuana. Malta, 1884, E. Laferla. 

The Christian catacombs outside of Italy, being of secondary import- 
ance and of relatively slight archaeological and artistic value, have 
received but a small share of attention. Of all these groups, that of 
Malta and Gozo is perhaps the least-known and most neglected. Dr. 
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Caruana, to whose indefatigable energy in conducting excavations and 
describing discoveries we owe such a large share of the information we 
possess on recent researches in Malta, has given various indications of 
the importance and extent of the group of Christian cemeteries of the 
two islands. In 1881, in his Recent discoveries at Notabile (pp. 17-19) he 
refers to the early Christian history of Malta and to " the very ancient 
cemeteries of St. Paul, St. Agatha, St. Venera, St. Cataldo, l'Abbatia, 
and several others within and without the limits of old Melita, in some of 
which the Christian monogram engraved on the tombs is still apparent. 
They are provided with the cemeterial Basilicas and places for the altar, 
and other arrangements in accordance with the Christian cemeteries of 
subterranean Rome. That of St. Agatha still exhibits the signs of 
dedication according to the old rite of the Roman church previous to 
Pope St. Sylvester." Again, on p. 23 he remarks that " the numerous 
and extensive Catacombs at Notabile, Siggieui, Mintna, etc., are still 
unexplored." 

His last monograph, which we are about to review, is the description 
of a hypogeum discovered in July, and explored by Dr. Caruana in 
October, of last year, which though small and without artistic embellish- 
ment is interesting on account of its structural peculiarities. The text is 
illustrated with plans and sections, which make it comparatively easy to 
control the writer's hypotheses. 

The hypogeum, cut in the rock, is composed of a group of five tomb- 
chambers from which a staircase of six steps descends to an ambulacrum 
17>} ft. long, 3 ft. wide, and 6i ft. high, lighted by a luminare added at a 
later period. On each side of the ambulacrum are two tiers of square or 
slightly-rounded apertures which open into small sepulchral chambers or 
cubicula : these are arranged for the reception of one, two, three or even 
four bodies. Beside the openings are scratched or engraved the palm- 
branch, the monogram, etc. According to Dr. Caruana, the front group 
of five chambers must be considered a pagan construction, and the cata- 
comb itself originally pagan, for the reason that the aedicular system is 
used instead of that of loculi. He holds that the transformation into a 
place of Christian burial could not have taken place at an early period, 
and considers that it must have been accomplished during the period of 
Arabian dominion (after 870 A. d.), when the native Christians were 
impeded in their worship. The latter argument seems not to have 
much weight ; moreover, it is in contradiction to a previous statement of 
Dr. Caruana himself (Notabile, p. 18). The intrinsic evidences, so far as 
can be judged from the drawings, are all against the theory of such a 
late, unexampled transformation into a Christian burial-place. The 
palm and the Constantinian monogram could not have been used during 
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the Byzantine period, between the ix and xn centuries; in fact, they 
could hardly have appeared later than the v century. The art of the 
Byzantine period would have left traces of a very different kind. Dr. 
Caruana's difficulty about the use of eubicula instead of loculi, is quite 
explicable : an examination of the plans of various cemeteries in De Rossi's 
Soma Sotterranea shows the frequent use of such chambers ; and, in the 
case of our Maltese hypogeum, the absence of loculi is probably owing to 
the smallness of the family whose burial-place it was, and to the abun- 
ance of room. The argument that, " after . . . the concession to Christians 
to worship publicly, church discipline, both Latin and Greek, provided 
dormitories for Christian interments within the precincts of a church," 
and that the transformation from a pagan to a Christian cemetery 
could not therefore have taken place after the peace of the Church, is 
hardly valid. The change from underground to above-ground cemeteries 
was quite gradual, and in Rome the catacombs were used for a hundred 
years after the peace of the Church. Even supposing it to be necessary 
to consider a part of this hypogeum as pagan, the transformation could 
have taken place at the time of the conversion of the family to whom it 
belonged, or even as late as the iv century. 

A. L. F., Jr. 



